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FLUORSPAR IN THE SECOND QUARTER 2015 

 Fluorspar imports in the second quarter were 110,000 metric 
tons (t). This was a significant increase compared with imports 
in both the fourth quarter of 2014 and the first quarter of 2015, 
which had been the lowest in ten years. Although data on 
consumer stocks were withheld beginning in the fourth quarter 
of 2014, the drop in imports for the previous two quarters was 
likely due to a drawdown of the high levels of consumer 
stocks reached at the end of 2013.   

Mining and Exploration News 

 In June, Kenya Fluorspar Company suspended operations at 
its processing plant in western Kenya, citing quality issues, 
reduced global demand, and competition from new producers. 
The company intended to sell 30,000 t of accumulated 
fluorspar stock prior to resuming operations. Operations 
restarted in August, but the company expected to record 
another net loss in 2015 (Andae, Gerald, 2015; KTN News 
Kenya, 2015).  

Fluorochemical News 

 Mexichem S.A.B. de C.V. appealed the U.S. International 
Trade Commission’s (U.S. ITC) ruling that imports of 1,1,1,2 
Tetrofluoroethane (HFC-134a) from China do not materially 
harm U.S. companies. The decision, made in November, 2014, 
eliminated counterveiling and dumping duties instituted by the 
U.S. Department of Commerce. Mexichem expects the appeal 
to be resolved in approximately one year (Mexichem S.A.B. 
de C.V., 2015). 

Legislation and Government Programs 

 The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, U.S. 
Public Health Service revised the recommendations for 
fluoride concentration in community drinking water systems. 
The original guidelines, issued in 1962, recommended that 
fluoride levels of 0.8-1.2 milligrams per liter (mg/l) were 
optimal for the prevention of dental carries. The new 
recommendation of 0.7 mg/l is based on a number of factors 
including: scientific evidence of the effectiveness of water 
fluoridation in the prevention of dental carries across all age 
groups; the increase in the availability of fluoride from sources 
other than drinking water such as toothpastes, mouth rinses, 
dietary supplements, etc.; trends in the prevalence and severity 
of dental fluorosis; and differing fluid intake by children 
across differing climates. (U.S. Department of Health and  
Human Services, 2015). In 2014, almost all of the fluorosilic 
acid produced in the United States was sold for fluoridation of 
drinking water. 

List services and Web feed subscribers are the first to receive 
notification of USGS minerals information publications and 
data releases. For information on how to subscribe, go to 
http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/.  
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Figure 1: Fluorspar imports for consumption and consumer stocks 
from the first quarter of 2006 to the second quarter of 2015. 
Consumer stock data were withheld beginning in the fourth quarter 
of 2014. Source U.S. Geological Survey and U.S. Census Bureau. 

U.S. Department of the Interior October  2015 
U.S. Geological Survey 

For information, contact: 
Michele E. McRae, Fluorspar Commodity Specialist 
National Minerals Information Center 
U.S. Geological Survey 
989 National Center 
Reston, VA  20192 
Telephone: (703) 648-7743, Fax: (703) 648-7757  
Email: mmcrae@usgs.gov 

Samir Hakim (Data) 
Telephone: (703) 648-7955 
Fax: (703) 648-7792 
Email: shakim@usgs.gov 

Internet: http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/ 

http://minerals.usgs.gov/minerals/
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TABLE 1
SALIENT FLUORSPAR STATISTICS1

(Metric tons, unless otherwise specified)

2014 2015
1st quarter– 1st quarter– 

2d quarter 3d quarter 4th quarter 4th quarter 1st quarter 2d quarter 2d quarter
Fluorspar:

Imports for consumption 120,000 112,000 72,000 414,000 64,300 110,000 175,000
Exports 3,690 3,760 3,080 13,400 4,270 3,600 7,870
End of the period stocks, consumer 241,000 234,000 W W W W W
Reported consumption 111,000 115,000 W W W W W

Other compounds, imports for consumption:
Aluminum fluoride 6,860 10,300 9,360 38,400 9,590 8,800 18,400
Cryolite 2,810 3,880 5,370 16,200 4,290 5,540 9,830
Hydrofluoric acid 32,300 29,900 29,700 125,000 32,600 33,600 66,200

W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.

 TABLE 2 
CONSUMPTION OF FLUORSPAR BY END USE AND ASSAY RANGE1

(DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN IN THE UNITED STATES)

(Metric tons)

Stocks, end of 
Metallurgical Total period3

2014:
2d quarter:

More than 97% calcium fluoride 101,000 2,990 104,000 219,000
Not more than 97% calcium fluoride -- 7,420 7,420 21,600

Total 101,000 10,400 111,000 241,000
3d quarter:

More than 97% calcium fluoride 104,000 2,990 107,000 214,000
Not more than 97% calcium fluoride -- 7,490 7,490 20,400

Total 104,000 10,500 115,000 234,000
4th quarter:

More than 97% calcium fluoride W W W W
Not more than 97% calcium fluoride -- 7,940 7,940 20,000

Total W W W W
1st quarter–4th quarter W W W W

2015:
1st quarter:

More than 97% calcium fluoride W W W W
Not more than 97% calcium fluoride -- 7,500 7,500 21,700

Total W W W W
2d quarter:

More than 97% calcium fluoride W W W W
Not more than 97% calcium fluoride -- 7,430 7,430 22,000

Total W W W W
1st quarter–2d quarter W W W W

-- Zero. W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2May include cement, enamel, glass and fiberglass, steel castings, hydrofluoric acid, and welding rod coatings.
3Stocks include some distributor stocks and consumer stocks for hydrofluoric acid.

Hydrofluoric 
acid and 

other uses2

3



TABLE 3
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF FLUORSPAR, BY COUNTRY AND VALUE1, 2, 3

2014 2015

Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value
(metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands)

Containing more than
97% calcium fluoride:
China -- -- 304 $181 -- -- 801 $520 19,500 $7,000 6,220 $1,570 25,700 $8,580
Germany 27 $18 20 16 -- -- 47 34 -- -- -- -- -- --
Mexico 61,500 13,300 59,300 17,800 37,600 $11,600 210,000 54,300 33,100 9,670 34,700 9,860 67,800 19,500
Mongolia 8,880 3,510 5,180 1,760 100 61 14,200 5,330 10 10 14,800 6,200 14,800 6,210
Netherlands -- -- 5 4 -- -- 5 4 4 16 -- -- 4 16
South Africa 14,700 4,780 -- -- 12,100 3,230 38,000 11,700 -- -- 19,300 4,350 19,300 4,350
Spain -- -- 9,950 3,540 -- -- 9,950 3,540 -- -- -- -- -- --
Sweden 1 2 -- -- -- -- 1 2 -- -- -- -- -- --
United Kingdom 8,300 2,620 2 8 186 102 8,490 2,740 23 25 2 7 25 32
Vietnam -- -- 8,460 3,770 -- -- 9,110 4,400 5,080 1,020 15,900 5,660 20,900 6,680

Total 93,400 24,200 83,200 27,100 50,000 15,000 291,000 82,600 57,700 17,800 90,900 27,600 149,000 45,400
Containing not more than

97% calcium fluoride:
China 36 20 176 32 369 221 707 284 38 40 554 305 592 345
Mexico 24,000 5,890 21,000 5,070 21,400 5,130 110,000 20,300 6,470 1,560 18,400 4,510 24,900 6,070
Mongolia 2,570 287 1,970 380 300 192 6,920 1,090 -- -- -- -- -- --
Switzerland -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 1 2 1 2
United Kingdom -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 508 252 508 252
Vietnam -- -- 5,470 745 -- -- 5,470 745 -- -- -- -- -- --

Total 26,600 6,190 28,600 6,230 22,000 5,540 123,000 22,400 6,510 1,600 19,500 5,070 26,000 6,670
Grand total 120,000 30,400 112,000 33,300 72,000 20,500 414,000 105,000 64,300 19,400 110,000 32,700 175,000 52,100

-- Zero.
1Imports for consumption include imports of immediate entry and warehouse withdrawals.
2Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
3Cost, insurance, and freight at U.S. ports.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

1st quarter–2d quarter2d quarter 3d quarter 4th quarter 1st quarter–4th quarter 2d quarter1st quarter
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TABLE 4
IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF HYDROFLUORIC ACID1

2014 2015
2d quarter 3d quarter 4th quarter 1st quarter 2d quarter

Quantity Value2 Quantity Value2 Quantity Value2 Quantity Value2 Quantity Value2 Quantity Value2 Quantity Value2

(metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands)
Canada 608 $2,600 497 $3,790 300 $482 2,620 $10,700 154 $296 117 $195 271 $491
China 1,530 1,590 1,240 1,420 1,080 1,170 5,280 5,850 1,790 1,920 1,980 2,230 3,770 4,160
Germany 252 616 160 405 340 820 1,000 2,460 380 914 474 1,240 854 2,150
Japan 306 623 539 910 418 680 1,610 2,880 486 740 366 584 852 1,320
Mexico 29,400 47,700 27,200 46,700 27,300 47,000 113,000 188,000 29,400 49,900 30,300 50,300 59,700 100,000
Spain 38 107 -- -- 38 108 114 324 -- -- 56 167 56 167
Other 219 455 311 844 188 600 778 2,020 345 849 345 923 690 1,770

Total 32,300 53,700 29,900 54,100 29,700 50,800 125,000 213,000 32,600 54,600 33,600 55,700 66,200 110,000
-- Zero.
1Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2Cost, insurance, and freight at U.S. ports.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

1st quarter–2d quarter1st quarter–4th quarter

TABLE 5
END OF QUARTER FLUORSPAR PRICES

(Dollars per metric ton)

2014 2015
2d quarter 3d quarter 4th quarter 1st quarter 2d quarter

Acidspar:
   Chinese, dry basis, cost, insurance, and freight, Gulf port, filtercake 340–370 340–370 340–370 320–350 320–350
   Chinese, free on board (f.o.b.) China, wet filtercake 300–320 300–320 290–310 280–300 280–300
   Mexican, f.o.b. Tampico, filtercake 310–350 310–350 290–330 290–330 290–330
   Mexican, f.o.b. Tampico, arsenic <5 parts per million 400–450 400–450 370–420 370–420 370–420
   South African, f.o.b. Durban, filtercake 310–340 310–340 300–330 300–330 300–330
Metspar, Mexican, f.o.b. Tampico 230–270 230–270 230–270 230–270 230–270

Source: Industrial Minerals magazine (London). 
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