












TABLE 1
SALIENT LITHIUM STATISTICS 1/

(Metric tons of contained lithium)

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 
United States:
     Production W W W W W
     Producers' stock changes W W W W W
     Exports 2/ 2,200 1,880 1,340 1,330 1,310
     Imports 2/ 884 975 2,590 2,640 2,880
     Consumption:
          Apparent W W W W W
          Estimated 2,700 2,800 2,800 2,800 2,800
Rest of world production 3/ 12,700 r/ 14,200 r/ 14,300 r/ 13,800 r/ 14,000 e/
e/ Estimated.  r/ Revised.  W Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data.
1/ Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
2/ Compounds.
3/ Mineral concentrate and lithium carbonate.

TABLE 2
DOMESTIC YEAREND PRODUCERS' AVERAGE PRICES OF LITHIUM AND LITHIUM COMPOUNDS

1999 e/ 2000 e/
Dollars Dollars Dollars Dollars

per kilogram per pound per kilogram per pound
Lithium bromide, 54% brine:  Truckload lots, delivered in drums 12.83 5.83 12.83 5.83
Lithium carbonate, technical:  Truckload lots, delivered 4.47 2.03 4.47 2.03
Lithium chloride, anhydrous, purified:  Truckload lots, delivered 11.00 5.00 11.00 5.00
Lithium fluoride 16.94 7.70 16.94 7.70
Lithium hydroxide monohydrate:  Truckload lots, delivered 5.74 2.61 5.74 2.61
Lithium metal ingot, technical grade:  1,000-pound lots, delivered 85.92 39.05 85.92 39.05
N-butyllithium in n-hexane (15%):  Truckload lots, delivered 44.88 20.40 44.88 20.40
e/ Estimated.

Source: Chemical Market Reporter, v.  258, no. 25, December 18, 2000, p. 23 and 26, and v. 257, no. 7, February 14, 2000, p. 39 and 42.  Chemical 
prices for week ending December 15, 2000, for 2000 data, and February 11, 2000, for 1999 data.

TABLE 3
U.S.  EXPORTS OF LITHIUM CHEMICALS, BY COMPOUND AND COUNTRY 1/

1999 2000
Gross weight  Value Gross weight  Value

Compound and country (metric tons)  (thousands) (metric tons)  (thousands)
Lithium carbonate:
   Australia 8 $92 32 $187
   Canada 683 2,450 562 2,020
   China 189 681 97 349
   Germany 346 1,480 765 2,240
   India 14 51 8 29
   Japan 901 3,090 903 3,140
   Korea, Republic of 33 114 51 184
   Mexico 11 50 7 29
   Netherlands 70 250 47 170
   Taiwan 25 90 28 100
   United Kingdom 274 739 179 624
   Other 132 471 58 216
       Total 2,690 9,550 2,740 9,280
Lithium carbonate U.S.P.: 2/
   Israel (3/) 18 1 19
   Mexico 18 28 3 6
   Netherlands -- -- 23 30
   Other 5 69 3 299
       Total 23 115 30 354
See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 3--Continued
U.S.  EXPORTS OF LITHIUM CHEMICALS, BY COMPOUND AND COUNTRY 1/

1999 2000
Gross weight  Value Gross weight  Value

Compound and country (metric tons)  (thousands) (metric tons)  (thousands)
Lithium hydroxide:
   Argentina 132 $489 126 $446
   Australia 205 851 218 6,860
   Canada 150 591 144 566
   Chile 95 380 27 108
   China 19 80 3 100
   Germany 545 1,770 627 2,020
   India 450 1,410 383 1,080
   Japan 1,410 7,870 1,340 6,930
   Korea, Republic of 226 948 146 612
   Mexico 141 979 99 427
   Netherlands 161 571 142 333
   New Zealand 54 224 188 780
   Philippines -- -- 26 104
   Singapore 108 466 60 253
   Thailand 74 222 137 377
   Taiwan 33 130 2 25
   United Kingdom 178 612 241 2,220
   Other 960 3,660 r/ 873 7,840
       Total 4,940 21,200 4,780 31,100
r/ Revised.  -- Zero.
1/ Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2/ Pharmaceutical-grade lithium carbonate.
3/ Less than 1/2 unit.

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau.

TABLE 4
U.S.  IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF LITHIUM CHEMICALS BY COMPOUND AND COUNTRY 1/

1999 2000
Gross weight Value 2/ Gross weight Value 2/

Compound and country (metric tons) (thousands) (metric tons) (thousands)
Lithium carbonate:
    Argentina 911 $1,710 1,160 $3,550
    Canada (3/) 13 (3/) 3
    Chile 12,800 18,700 13,500 19,600
    Germany 17 66 (3/) 4
    Japan 15 75 2 36
    New Zealand 21 88 113 522
    Other 23 81 22 63
        Total 13,800 20,800 14,800 23,800
Lithium hydroxide:
    Chile -- -- 91 224
    China 96 249 367 962
    Japan 25 572 19 252
    Taiwan 14 50 (3/) 6
    Other 119 755 138 659
        Total 254 1,630 615 2,100
-- Zero.
1/ Data are rounded to no more than three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
2/ Customs value.
3/ Less than 1/2 unit.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau.



TABLE 5
LITHIUM MINERALS AND BRINE:  WORLD PRODUCTION, BY COUNTRY 1/ 2/ 

 
(Metric tons)

                                          Country 3/ 1996 1997 1998 1999 e/ 2000 e/
Argentina: e/
    Spodumene and amblygonite 400  697 4/ 700  700 700
    Carbonate from subsurface brine -- -- 6,000  1,000 1,000
Australia, spodumene 117,094 r/ 88,399  63,190 r/ 75,824 r/ 4/ 76,000
Brazil, concentrates e/ 1,600 1,600  1,600 1,600 1,600
Canada, spodumene e/ 5/ 22,000  22,500  22,500 22,500 22,500
Chile, carbonate from subsurface brine 14,180 24,246  28,313  28,000 28,500
China, carbonate e/ 15,000 15,500  13,000  12,500 13,000
Namibia, concentrates, chiefly petalite 1,972  1,019  500  -- --
Portugal, lepidolite 7,626  6,883  7,000 e/ 7,000 7,000
Russia (minerals not specified) e/ 6/ 7/ 2,000 2,000  2,000 2,000 2,000
United States, spodumene and subsurface brine W W W W W
Zimbabwe 8/ 30,929 49,833  28,055  36,691 r/ 4/ 37,000
e/ Estimated.  r/ Revised.  W  Withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data.  -- Zero. 
1/ Table includes data available through March 29, 2001.
2/ Estimated data are rounded to no more than three significant digits.
3/ In addition to the countries listed, other nations may produce small quantities of lithium minerals. Output is not reported; no valid basis is avail
for estimating production levels.
4/ Reported figure.
5/ Based on all Canada's spodumene concentrates (Tantalum Mining Corp. of Canada Ltd.'s Tanco property).
6/ These estimates denote only an approximate order of magnitude; no basis for more exact estimates is available.
7/ Lithium contained in concentrates and brine.
8/ Amblygonite, eucryptite, lepidolite, petalite, and spodumene.   


